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bring the masses to the Capital of Freedom.
But Gandhi was not satisfied with this peremp-
tory answer to the greatest social problem of his
country. He upheld the idea that separate elec-
torates would do no good, but was the economic
revolution going to free the Harijans of a dis-
advantage which had been imposed upon them
purely by the bigotry of caste ?
At the end of his dazzling political career, Gandhi
made the most sensational pronouncement of his
life, when he retired from the political arena to
devote the rest of his life to the cause of those of his
countrymen whom prejudice had denied the right
of living fully in the land of their fathers. His
ashram was 110 longer to be the scene of momen-
tous and historic decisions on important political
questions. It was henceforward to be forging
house of the equality of men, for he wanted no stain
left on that idea of freedom for which he had spent
the greater part of his life fighting. There could be
no freedom for India, until India was itself prepared
to free those whose freedom it had encrusted. He
had done the spadework and planted some of the
seeds in what was one day to become the Garden
of Eden, and now the master gardener had given
over charge to the young apprentice to whom
he had taught the art. So Nehru was in charge ot
the land, while Gandhi contented himself with
wandering round the country-side picking the weeds